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BRANCH SPEAKER NEWS

SOMERSET & DORSET RAILWAY PRESENTATIONS

After many years of decline and neglect, the iconic Somerset & Dorset Railway, which ran from Bath to Bournemouth with branches to Burnham-on-Sea, Wells and Bridgwater, finally closed to passengers in 1966.  The same year saw the formation of the Somerset & Dorset Railway Circle, preserving the memory and heritage of the line, which developed into the present S&D Railway Trust.  To commemorate the 50th anniversary of these significant events, two illustrated talks are available from September 2015 and can be provided throughout the country.

“The Legacy of the Somerset & Dorset Railway” covers the social history of the railway, its impact on the local community and the work of the Trust and others in preserving the heritage.  It can be varied in length and content to suit different organisations and can include examples of memorabilia and artefacts, so will be suitable for both railway enthusiasts and others, such as schools, colleges, U3A, WI, Rotary, family, local history and general interest groups.

“The End of the Line” is aimed at railway enthusiasts and will chronicle the life of the railway from publication of the closure notice in June 1965, through the false closure in January 1966, the subsequent emergency timetable, to the final weekend of 5th & 6th March 1966 and immediate aftermath.

Other activities are planned throughout 2016 to commemorate the anniversary. The Trust is based at Washford on the West Somerset Railway, where it has a museum, shop and restoration workshops. For further information, visit www.sdrt.org.
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